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Introduction 
i 
The Supreme Secretary of AMORC i 


Symbols have many times contained the key to knowledge. Throughout 
history, man has used symbols to exprése his findings and emotions, | 
These symbols have varied from a. crude combination of lines and curves 
to the elaborate alphabets of various: races of people,. 


We fail to realize that symbole are not only a thing of the past-~they 
are @ living evidence of man's existence on earth,.as long as they sur- 
vive... The very language in which this discourse is presented--the let- 
ters, words and sentences which you now read--are no more than symbols 
used as a medium. to convey information.. These symbols seem compara- 

| tively. simple. to all who are familiar with the Latin alphabet and the 

| English language, They will seem very strange, at any future date, to 
a race which may. have lost the key to the meaning of the various let- 
tere and combinations thereof, In other words, the simplicity of 
symbolism ts not. inherent within the symbol itself, but within the 
knowledge. on the part of the individual of the particular symbolism 
used. So it is that as many other groups contain a meaning--a mean- 
Ang: which was. simple to the originator of the symbol, but which needs 
the key. of. knowledge on the part of he who examines the symbol in order 
to:obtain from it the meaning which it was intended to convey--within 
these’ symbole we will find the wisdom of the ages, the aocumulated 
knowledge. which the savants of the past recorded for posterity, We 
are fortunate. to have preserved the symbolism itself in "The Secret 
Symbols of the Rosicrucians", and we are fortunate to have the full 
discourse. which makes it possible for the modern Rosicrucian to study. 
these symbols in ‘the light of his. or her Rosicrucian knowledge. 


The Research, which has brought together this information, is here pre- 
sented and will serve you as the key to teach: you the inner meaning of 
these symbols. and open the way for your intuitive abilities to read 
into the symbol the full meaning placed in it by its creator, "a 
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Part I 


Most Cosmic revelations and spiritual wisdom come to man in the form 
of symbols, ‘From time immemorial the human race has been interested — 
din symbolism, Today. anthropologists, philologists, historians, psy- 
chologists, and mystical and occult students help to keep. alive this 
eternal ‘interest in symbolism, However, it is not) symbolism in. gen- — 
eral with which this artiole deals, but rather the great outstanding — 
work on Rosioruetan symbolism entitled "Secret Symbols of the Rosicru- 
cians," Because of its length, this treatise on the "Secret Symbols 
of the Rosieruciane® will be divided into two parts. Part I will dis- 
cuss the first publio appearances of the Rosicrucian symbols, the 
‘various editions of the work, and the textual matter will be explain- 
ed and summarized, Part II will deal with an explanation of the 
thirty-six mystical symbols themselves. . 
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Most. Rosicruotans | have heard of the "Secret Symbols of the Rosicru- ~ 
cians" either. through the writings of Dr, Franz Hartmann, or through 
the writings. of Dr. H, Spencer Lewis, as disseminated through the - 
various media of the Rosicrucian Order. Its importance cannot be 
overestimated, It 18 one of the rarest of occult manuscripts in ex- 
istence. today, It is an extremely valuable work for Rosicrucians, 
and has: been given such names as the Rosicrucian instruction book, — 

an A-B-C ‘book for mystics and philosophers, and a great philosophical 
piller, © It ranks with the Rosicrucian manifestos of the "Fama Fra- 
ternitatis,"-the "Confessio Fraternitatis," the "Chemical Nuptials" 

of Christian Rosenkreuz, and the "Themis Aurea" of Michael Maier, all 
of which should be read by the member who has the courage to call him- 
self. a true Rosicrucian student, These works are a available in the 
Rosicrucian Research Library, | 


In his. preface to the AMORC edition of the "Secret Symbola of the Rosi- 
crucians," Dr, H, Spencer Lewis elaborates upon the value of this great 
work to the bibliography and literature of Rosicrucianism, The help 
and encouragement which Dr, Lewis gave to the publisher, which result- 
ed in the first. complete translation of the "Secret Symbols," ranks as 
one of the highlights in his work in Rosicrucianism, for this parti- 
cular edition of the work is now considered the best reference on the 
subject. of | Rosicrucian symbols in the English language. The text of © 
the foreword .in this book makes reference to the fact, which we have. 
already stated, that the "Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucians"” is ex- 
tremely valuable, that the textual material is alchemical in nature, 
that the work itself claims on ite title pages to be taken from a 

more ancient manuscript which was considered of great importance to 

the Order, An attempt at a bibliographical treatment is given, where- 
in are mentioned some, but not all, of the editions of the "Secret 
Symbols: of- -the Rosicrucians." At the end of the Bibliography the pub- 
lisher has given.a list of books which contain important references to 
the "Secret Symbols." All of these references may be found and used 
in the Rosicrucian. Research Library, Needless to say, the other refer- 
ences quoted as source material and research material have been avail- 
able to the Research Library at headquarters, either through the vast 
quantity of rare works, incunabula, out-of-print books, vhotostats, 
manuscripts, etc., plus a number of ther works obtained from the 
Library. of Congress and from friends of the Order who had lived abroad, 


A very famous. chemist; Andrea Libavius, who lived in Europe from 1560 
to 1618, at first ridiculed alchemy and the teachings of Paracelsus, 
Later. he. not only beceme an ardent student of Paracelsus, but wrote an 
extremely valuable work on alchemy, "Alchemia,". which was published in 
1606, Naturally, his contact with the teachings of Paracelsus ac- 
quainted him with the. literature of the Rosicrucians. His attitude 
toward the Rosicrucians at first was the same as it had been toward 
alchemy, but later he publicly admitted the existence of the Rosicru- 
cians, proclaimed his connection with them, and lauded them for their 
wonderful contributions to mankind, 5o much was Libavius a defender of 
the Rosicrucians that in 1616 the Order released hrough him invita- 
tions to become members, a list of the advantages to be giined by join- 
ing, and the prominent use of the word Doma, This word Doma 1s the 
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Latin- word for house, It had already been used frequently in the 
"Fema Fraternitatis" as a special secret house. Arnaud, the pioneer 
French: Rosicrucian of Charlemagne's time, during his visit to Egypt 
reputedly. became a member of the 'House' of Wisdom at Cairo, Egypt. 
This word Doma, with periods after each letter-=D.0.M.A.--has been 
used on a number of allegorical and Rosicrucian works; in fact, it is 
used many times in our present edition of the "Secret Symbols of the 
Rosicrucians," As initials these letters of the Latin word Doma stand 
for the four Latin words: Deus (God), i a (the best), Maximus 
(greatest), Altissimus (highest), 


The first group. of secret symbols of the hsuicocwhiss given to the 
world had this word Doma prominent on the title page., The title was 
"Physica, - Metaphysica ` and Hyperphysica," with the initials D.O.M.A. 

in large tyne underneath the first three words, The first time the 
secret: aymbols of the Rosicrucians were grouped together in this 
"Physica, Metaphyeica and Hyperphysica" manuscript, there was no 
textual matter, Aside from the. title page and five pages of terse 
proverbial statements, the manuscrivt was made up of twenty-two pages 
of secret: symbols. Several of these manuscripts with colored secret 
symbols were circulated among the, officers of the Rosicrucians. © 
Johannes Kelpius, the first Rosicrucian Master in America, brought a 
copy of this work to America with him, It later became the property 
of Dr; Julius F. Sachse. Dr. H, Spencer Lewis possessed an old, frayed 
and worn copy of this manuscript. Records of book collector sales in- 
the past show us that there was also a copy of this work in Russia, 
another in France, and another in England during the twentieth century, 
Further proof of the Rosicrucian origin of this first collection of ‘the 
secret symbols of the Rosicrucians can be found, first, in the manu- 
script: itself, where frequent reference is made to the brotherhood of 
the Rosy. Cross as its source; and second, in many references to this 
work in the writings of other Rosicrucians, such as Michael Maier, 
Jacob. Boehme, Robert Fludd, Henry Khunrath, and a. E number of. al- 
chemists. 


This manuscript, or collection of Rosioraoisi synbobe, was. proved- 
from time. to time, The first addition to it seems to have been made 
in a French edition, 1775, which is known in Rosicrucian history as 
the "French Variant of the Rosicrucian Secret Symbols." From this 
version we have Plate #36, which was not in the old work above refer- 
red-to. In 1785-88 at Altona, Germany, there was published a limited 
German edition of the "Secret Symbols," This edition was presented 

in book form with more Rosicrucian symbols and the addition of textual 
matter concerning alchemy. The title of the work was very long, mak- 
ing possibly five lines, It is therefore known in Rosicrucian history 
by ‘the first two words of the title, which are "Geheime Figuren," or, 
in English, "The Secret Symbols." This is the work which translated 
into English is known today as the "Secret Symbols of the Rosicruciam" 
It is distinctly stated on its title page that it is composed of secret. 
symbols of. the Rosiorucians of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
It was published anonymously, Further treatment and explanation will 
be ‘given later of its English translation, 
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When the "Secret Symbols of the Rosterucians" was ‘the subject of a 
lecture: in the Rosicrucian Research Library, December 5, 1941, there 
was on exhibit a well preserved and rare old copy of this German 
edition, along with five other different editions. This first edition 
of- the. "Secret Symbols" is one of many rare Rosicrucitan works which 
repose An the archives of AMORC, It seems that the German edition of © 
this work only turns up about once every hundred years. Dr, W, W. 
Westcott, Rosicrucian scholar in England, possessed a copy; Eliphas 
Levi, famous Rosicrucien of France, possessed a copy, and Dr, H, | 
Spencer ‘Lewis possessed a copy at one time. This German edition of 
the "Secret Symbols" was Later reprinted in 1919. This 1919 facsimile 
was: an exact copy of the old original book and has become almost as ~ 
valuable. as the one published in 1785-88. Gerdner's "Bibliotheca 
Rosicruciana" describes the "Geheime Figuren" under his Rosicrucian 
article #257, 


The -famous Rosicrucian, Dr, Frenz Hartmann, was very much interested 
din Rosicrucian bibliography. He hat some sort of strange adventure 

in Bavaria åuring which he was led to a copy of the German edition of 
the "Secret. Symbols," which we have already referred to as the "Geheime 
Figuren" work, Dr, Hartmann praised the work very highly and gave an 
extremely: interesting description of its use, He later reprinted 
twenty-five of the thirty-six symbols from the original Altona edition, 
This Franz Hartmann edition was published et Boston, Massachusetts, in 
1888, by: the Occult Publishing Company, It was a large folio, 164 by 
11 inches, containing forty-five pages of text, Of the textual matter 
the most valuable is the fifteen page introduction, Dr. Hartmann has 
left off the more technical part of the various alchemical texts, The 
plates. are colored. exactly as were those of the Altona edition, or 
"Geheime Figuren," The Franz Hartmann edition which was on display in- 
the ‘Rosicrucian Research Library was still in good condition, and it 
was very noticeable that the material was of excellent quality, par- 
ticularly. the boards of the back, which were stiff and heavy.. This 
work, originally sold for $6,00 a copy. Today collectors receive as 
high as $50.00 and as low as $25.00 a copy, depending upon the condi- 
tion, for Franz Hartmann editions, | 


Dr. Hartmann was acquainted with Dr, Julius F, Sachse and had examined. 
Sachse! s Rosicrucian manuscript, known as the "Physica, Metaphysica 
and Hyperphysica" manuscript. However, Hartmann's edition can nowhere 
approach the Present AMORC edition of the "Secret Symbols of the Rosi- 
crucians," which was published by the Aries Press in 1935, Under the 
inspiration and guidance of Dr, H, Spencer Lewis the publisher of the 
Aries Press had two fine German scholars translate the Altona edition 
df the German "Secret Symbols" book. This was then issued in several 
different. priced editions, the €50.00 edition, the $25.00 AMORC edition, 
and the $15.00 edition, The first two of these editions had colored — 
plates, but the $15.00 one and other less expensive editions of later 
issue. were. An black and white with cheaper bindings. By far the most. 
popular, and the one which sold the most, was the AMORC edition, In- 
cidentally, the Rosicrucian Order, AMORC, now possesses full rights | 
and ownership to all of the plates of this English translation of the ~ 
"Beoret Reuters of the Rosicrucians." 
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The Title- page of the AMORC edition of the "Becret Symbols of the 
Rosicrucians reads as fdllows: 


The Teachings. of the Aaetoruciens 
of the 16th and 17th Centuries 


Or 
‘A SIMPLE ABC BOOKLET 
‘For Young Students 
Practising Daily in the School of the Holy Ghost 
Mad Clear to the Eyes by Pictorial Figures 
For the Exercises of the New Year | 
In The 
Natural and Theological Light 


by a Brother of the Fraternity(CHRISTI )P.F, 
(of the Rosy-Cross) 
For the. First Time Made Publio. 
‘and l 
With Several Figures of Similar Content Added by PoS; 


Beneath this. appears a gold cross which will be described in detail 
a little further on. Below this is the following: 


ALIPONA 


Printed and Published by Joh. Dav, Ad, Eckhardt, 
Book~Printer to H, M, thë King of Denmark, 


Your attention should be. called to a few points in this title, First, 
the words simple means a clear and wholesome booklet, rather than an 
easy booklet, Second, the use of the three letters, A-B-C; has ref- 
erence to an old meditation exercise, according to the Rosicrucian, 
Karl Weinfurter, This meditation exercise can be traced back through 
the mystery’ schools of ancient history on down to the first mystery 
schools of Egypt. Alfred Weidman, a famous Egyptologist, has trans- 
lated this meditation exercise in one of his works, In its modern use 
this exercise is the one which is given to Rosicrucian members in the 
early’ degrees. for mentally going over their bodies from heels to head, 
Third, the exercises of the New Year do not. refer to the chronological 
new. year, but rather to the new mode of life which the Rosicrucian 
student has undertaken, Likewise, the ecclesiastical terme such as 
‘theological. and Holy Ghost had other meanings than those which we give 
to them: today, Theological meant spiritual and Holy Ghost referred to — 
spiritual’ power, Notice also the words, "With several figures of 
similar content added by P.S,” These words are very important, as they 
explain the addition of eight symbols to that group which was in the 
Rosicrucian manuscript of secret symbols which belonged to Johannes 
Kelpius, and later to Dr, Julius F, Sachse, known as "Physica, Meta- 
physica and Hyserphysica," Translated, this title meant physical 
world, spiritual world, and the intermediary or gaseous world. Al- 
chemically: they meant salt, mercury and suphur, | 


Page Six 


So much for the title, Beneath the title is a large golden cross with 
the Christ figure in the center and a rose at the top, The Christ 
figure means the mystical Christ within the heart of the disciple, out 
of which comes the perfect rose or soul of the Rosicrucian.. .There is 
a vast amount. of literature dealing with the symbolism of the rose and 
the Cross y 60 much so that we do not propose to deal with it in this 
work, The. Rosicrucian interprétetion of the Rosy Cross is given in 
our monographs. However, there are some things which can be said about- 
this cross which will prove enlightening where the interpretation of | 
the secret symbols is concerned. This golden and rosy cross is known 
as the Cosmic cross of the Order, It is a very powerful symbol for 
spiritual meditation, | Today all Masters of lodges and chapters of the 
Order. wear this cross when officiating. Its dimensions lead one to 
believe it was. similar to the encyclopedic alchemical Rosy Cross, In 
his "Brotherhood of ‘the Rosy Cross" Waite hints at the'fact that there 
were alchemical symbols on the back of this Rosy Cross. . Whether this 
is true or: not is optional, However, it is true that an understanding 
of the symbols. and of the original color scheme of the encyclopedio 
alchemical. Rosy Cross, as described on page 176c:of the June, 1941 is- 
sue of "The Rosicructan Forum" would help with the color scheme and 
symbols as given in the "Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucians," 


The next page of the book, page three, is taken up half with text and 
half with a. symbolic pa pa ag This textual matter is the first of four 
texts in this work, There are thirty-six plates.of symbols and 
eighteen pages of text. This first untitled prose text on page three 
serves as a sort of preface, The small square symbol at the top has 
alchemical. significance, as does the textual matter below. The four 
triangles, . two pointing upward and two pointing downward, with one of 
the downward: and one of the upward triangles having a line drawn 
through it parallel to the base, stand for the four alchemical elements 
of air, earth, fire and water. In between these four triangles is an — 
old alchemist seated in his laboratory. The text, or so-called preface, 
apparently deals with the material or- physical side of—alchemy, Actu- 
ally, both the mystical or spiritual and material sides are dealt with, 
Dr, Carl Gustav Jung, a psychological authority and psychological ex- | 
ponent of mysticism and occultism, says that mysticism cannot be ex-. © 
plained: except in alchemical terms, The text on pages three, four, 
five and six gives a description of the various alchemical processes 
necessary to produce the elixir, Thus the words such as tincture of 
metals, herbs; first matter, three principles of sulphur, mercury and 
salt, as given in this preface, may deal either with the physical 
alchemy or. spiritual alchemy, according to the discrimination of the 
reader, 


After this preface are ten elaborate plates in color, which are to be 
described in Part 2, On page seventeen there appears a circular symbol 
with words in Latin around it, which say, The secret is found by ex- 
ploring: the earth," The symbols within this circle are principally al- 
chemical ones,. such as the sun and the moon being mixed in mercury to 
result in the lion and the eagle, which two again treated result in 
the. philosopher! s stone, Below the symbol 14s the text of the famous 
emerald. tablet of Hermes, This translation is the basis for our modern 
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Hermetical teachings, It is very rare and is one of the most ancient 
bite of wisdom known to mankind, There are several stories explain- 
ing its existence; however, the one which Dr, H., Spencer Lewis gives 
ån the September, 1927 issue of "The Mystic Triangle” is as follows! 


"For instance, Alexander the Great found, in the Great Pyramid of — 
Gizeh, the Emerald Tablet, This famous tablet was engraved with a 
diamond by the great Hermes, and contained the secret Hermetic and 
-Rosaecrucian secrets of alchemy, It was originally hidden in the tomb 
of Hermes by the Rosaecrucitans to preserve for future generations the 
knowledge they possessed." | 


Pages eighteen and nineteen are devoted to the octosyllabic poem ex- 
plaining. -this tablet of Hermes. Pages twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two 
and twenty-three are taken up with the prose work called "The Golden 
Age Restored," by Henricus Madathanus, whose real name was Count 
Hadriaénus Mynsicht., He was. a doctor of medicine, a Rosicrucian al- 
chemist, and poet laureate in 1631 to the Duke of. Mecklenburg. 


As stated in the bibliographical notes to the AMORC edition of the 
"Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucisens," this work had appeared in several 
old Rosicrucian manuscripts previous to its addition at Altona in 
1785-88. to the- "Physica, Metaphysica and Hyperphysica" manuscript. 

"The Golden Age Restored" is really an allegorical story which tells 
of a dream and an awakening, but the action of the dream continues in 
the waking state. This waking state, or Golden Dawn, aids the hero to 
see more clearly the precious jewels and stones which in his dream ap- 
peared to be rotten and smelly old rubbish, Thus when the Golden Age 
of the world is restored many valuable and wonderful events will occur, 
In- the epilogue attached to "The Golden Age Restored": the writer tells 
of the actual alchemical work with metels and a physical elixir, He 
says he cannot write too openly, but he does write that he has seen the 
philosopher's stone, or that he has seen the elixir and used it, He 
closés by saying that the brethren of the true Golden and Rosy Cross 
are able to make, themselves, such hidden fruits of philosophy and . 
nature. | 


"The Golden Age Restored" is followed by thirteen colored plates which 
are heavily inscribed within and without. This completes Book I of 
the "Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucians." On page thirty-eight im- 
mediately. following these thirteen plates is the prose text called "A 
Golden Treatise About the Philosopher's Stone." This is one of the 
most. valuable. compendiums of alchemical truths and spiritual parables 
ever given to:the public. It must not be confused with the lesser- 
known work called "The Golden Tract of Hermes." Many Rosicrucian and 
alchemical students who have spent years in the great libraries of 
Europe have said that this Golden Treatise sums up all of the wisdom 
both spiritual and physical, of alchemy. A chemistry professor at 
‘the Rose-Croix University has said that the secrets of preparing the 
‘alohemist fi 8 philosopher' g etone are plainly told in this treatise b 
Also, another Rosiorucian in Europe, who spent thirty years studying 
the secret symbols of the Rosicrucians claims that this same treatise 
possesses transcendental spiritual truths. 
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"The Parabola," which begins on page forty-five, is of speoital im- 
Porta Oe. to. Rosicrucians, as the students of the higher degrees of 

ORC well: know, This completes Part I of this treatise, which has 
dealt with. the historical background | and the textual matter of the | 
"Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucians." Part 2 will deal with an ex- 
planation of the actual symbols of this great work. 
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The AMORC English translation is of much more value than the German 
Altona edition, the French Variant edition, or even the copy which be- 
loriged to. Kelpius and Sachse, This AMORC edition contains an excel- 
lent scholastic translation of the words inscribed around the symbols, 
Also, the. AMORC edition contains four rare alchemical treatises and 
eight more Rosicrucian symbols than are found in the Kelpius copy, 
Franz Hartmann's edition, of course, does not even have all of the 
symbola of: any of the older editions, Hartmann's edition is lacking 
also the eight additional symbols and is not complete in its treatment 
of the alchemical textual matter, Therefore, anyone who possesses 
this AMORC: edition, or who has access to such a copyshas use of the 
very acme’ of alt Rosicrucian works on symbols, not only in English, 
but. in. any. language. 


PLATE į (as 


Symbol. #7 is one of the original symbols of the older. sixteenth century 
Rosicrucian manuscript known as "Physica, Metaphysica and Hyperphysica," 
= It corresponds to Plate #27 in the first work. One of the oldest sym- 
bols of the. Rosicrucians was the circle with the cross in the center. 
In fact, some of the old books of Waite and Hargrave Jennings show this 
symbol on the outside, Some of the Russian members wore this symbol 
instead: of the golden and rosy cross. 


Symbol. 40 was not in the older "Phyatea, Metaphysica and Hyperphysica"™ 
Rosicrucian manuscript, but was taken from a Rosicrucian work written | 
by George Von Welling. This was published at the end of the seven- 
teenth century at Frankfort, under the title, "The Magical, Kabbalistic 
and Theosophical Writings." It has fifteen pages of very. wonderful 
Rosicrucian: symbols.. This symbol #8 represents three in one, also the 
great divisions of salt, sulphur and mercury, The Kabbalistic tree of 
‘life is often represented by circles within circles, These three | 
circles algo represent the world of physica, metaphysica and hyperphysi- 
ca, The hyperphysica.1s the middle matter which overlaps the world of 
God and ‘the world of Lucifer, or the physical world, This makes a very 
good philosophical diagram for the explanation of the great philosophi- 
cal question of all time, which 1s, "How is the world of the Cosmic 
connected with the physical world?" Incidentally, in his book arerete 
Jennings reproduced five PLACE from wee: same source, — 
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This symbol is another Rosicrucian symbol of the seventeenth century 
which was not in the older "Physica, Metaphysica and Hyperphysica! 
manuscript. It is inspired by the work, "Kabbala Denudata," by C.K. 
Ven Rosenroth, published in 1677. It was illustrated with numerous 
Kabbalistic. trees and worlds. The Old Testament has a great deal to 
‘say about the tree of good and evil. The old Hebrew testament is also 
-the origin of our Christian Kabbalistic philosophy. This is a typical 
representation of the Christian Kabala as presented in Von Rosenroth's 
work. On one side is good and on the other side is evil. They both 
come from the same. source, Notice the Kabbalistic hexagram where the 
division occurs, and the signs of the Zodiac which encircle the earth, 
representing the universe as being the ground into which the roots of 
the tree are planted. Notice that the triangle with its point down- 
ward is the. one that is on the side of good, This is one of the few 
eymbols: that is fairly well explained; therefore, more need not be said 
concerneng it. | 


PC. g 


Plate po həs ten symbols. on it. You will note that they are very 
‘beautiful. in color. The nine symbols at the top of the plate are typi- 
cal geometrical Rosicrucian symbols representing the various relation- 
ships of: the microcosm and macrocosm. The large square at the bottom 
4s called the Rose of Heaven, or sometimes a Solar Rose. This is the 
Rosicrucian. adaptation of Khunrath's Solar Christ, The average Rosi- 
crucian has not yet completely grasped the concept of the Solar Christ; 
or rather, he is still partially held with the idea of the historical | 
Christ. 


Pod 


Plate #1148 the famous symbol of the philosopher's mountain, It is. 
one of. the eight seventeenth century symbols added to the group of 
symbols given in Kelpius! copy. It is made after a similar symbol 
which was. published. in Germany in 1615 by Michel-Spacher. The right- 
hand bottom. corner of this symbol has the date 1604,. which is the date 
of the reopening of the sepulcher of the mythical Christian Rosenkreugz 
120 years after his. supposed death. This mythical Rosenkreuz, as is 
alwayb the case; is coming out of hts tomb and re-entering upon the 
Great. Work, `The spiritual and physical sides of alchemy are also in- 
dicated by. the various alchemical symbols, such as the lion, the green 
dragon, the. sun, the moon, etc. According to the text below this 
symbol, the father metal 16 hidden somewhere in the symbol, and. yet 

if supposed to be visible to the keen eye. Spiritually, this symbol 
represents the body and the soul and the spiritual world, the mountain 
being the body, the figure of the man in the doorway being the soul, 
and the heavens above being the spiritual world. 
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Pho 


‘symbol: #12. 4s also one of the seventeenth century symbols which Was 
taken direot from the work of Jacob Boehme called "Mercy-Choice," It 
was. published in Europe in 1682. For anyone interested in Jacob 
Boehme's worke this is an excellent symbol to study, for it contains 
many principles of Boehme's philosophy. It shows his belief in a 
primitive source of good and evil, free will, ‘the eminence of God, 
and ‘regeneration, | both physically and morally. In the lower half of 
the plate there are six circles around one inner circle. These rep- 
resent the seven: principal metals of alchemy, the seven planets of the 
universe, and the seven powers of nature, in Boehme's philosophy. The 
top part: ‘of the. plate also symbolizes the great principle of oppo- 
sites—-positive and negative, mercy and severity, and the black and. 
white pillars of the Kabala and Freemasonry, 


PLATE #13: Pen 


In this plate we have. depicted the universal spiritual force known as 
love or cohesion, This force is shown attracting and drawing as a 
magnetic stone the dew of heaven and the fatness of the earth; The 
dew and the breath of heaven -blqw upon the sunflower, which was the 
product of the dew, heaven and fatness of ‘the arth. The sunflower, 
‘known as. the. first. matter, in turn produces vitality, which is de- 
-pioted by the. sun shining on the rose on one side and the moon shining 
on the lily on the other, The interaction of the essence of the rose 
and lily. with the power of the sun and the moon forms a triangle with 
the point downward, which is known as the fountain of wonders; Out of | 
this. fountain of wonders, or elementary substance, is continually given _ 
off a peculiar. liguid out of which are formed the metals, the elements, 
. the plants, and all else upon the earth, The symbols of this miscel- 
laneous. group. are depicted a the steam that will soon become solid. 


PLATE. 14: 


Pe. he 


| Plate #14 ie really cotiposed of the symbols that exist in the "Physica, 
Metaphysica and Hyperphysica," the sixteenth century symbols manuscript, 
on pages. seven, eight and nine, Most of these. figures are self-explan- 
atory. If one cares to go further into these particular symbols, he 
can do so. by: referring to page 187 in Silberer's book, "Problems of 
Mysticism and Its Symbolism, In the older manuscript the symbols were 
ppread farther apart. The two rows on the left side of the plate rep- 
resented the macrocosm and -microcodm, the left column. being the mac- 
‘rocosm and. the right the microcosm. Comparison of these two columns — 
will reveal: the mystical hi and relationships between | God 
and man, | | 


In the three cycles titled "Three natural suns in the world" are shown 

the heavenly, human and elementary suns. The first oircle is the rain- 

‘bow, ‘which at that. time consisted of four colors, The. second is the | 
heart or sun in man, and below is gold, which is supposed to be the 
sun of the earthly elements. | 
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The last division on this page shows the mystery of. the seven planets 
and. the three worlds, or circles, This makes the mystical number 21, 
Incidentally, 2) is the Rosiorucian number for the sun. This implies 
that the planets are parts of the sun in the same way that the organs 
of our physical body are parts of each human being, .In the sky, rep- 
resented. by the first circle, are six planets and the sun, On the 
earth are: the six feudal ranks and a king. peneatn the earth are six 
metals and the metallic king, or gold. 


ft.13 


This plate is taken from a seventeenth century Rosicructan symbol ag 
first published in 1618 in the work entitled "Speculum," by Daniel 
Moegling. This symbol shows how the world is produced from one prin- 
cipal; in faot, it is a good symbolical representation of Rosicrucian 
monistic metaphysics, From the one come two, positive and negative; 
from the two are made the four Rosicrucian principals, fire, earth, 
air and water. . The Latin names for these principals are placed on 
four circles.. From these four principale are formed the rest of the 
material world, The quintessence of everything in the physical world, 
as pointed out in the diagram, is the circle called Azoth. This Azoth 
is the great secret of the alchemists. It contains the first and last — 
letters of three. classical languages--namely, Hebrew, Latin and Greek, 
Azoth was the name for the universal essence, or, as it was otherwise 
known, the all-healing međicine, elixir, or philosopher's stone. The 
figure of a man connected to the diagram above and the cup below repre- 
sents the microcosm, This drinking cup or goblet of simple truth con- 
tains all of the wisdom of the microcosm and the macrocosm, This is 
the same title, "Poculum Pansophiae," which was used in the original 
symbol, It means the drinking cup of all wisdom. Some groups have 

interpreted. this symbol as being the center of Rosicrucian philosophy 
and: have named their short-lived movement, Pansophia. 


pe Id 


Plate we may-well be called a symbolical representation of the God of 
our hearts.. It shows the spiritual organ of ourcccult anatomy, the 
spiritual | heart. This spiritual heart is supposed to be situated in 
the middle of the chest and not in the exact physical heart. In the 
innermost sphere of this heart, inside of the hexagram, is a flame. 
Outside of this flaming circle there are four other circles, which 
correspond to different planes in the spiritual world and to different 
epheres of the universe. Thus we have again the macrocosm and the 
microcosm, — Translated, the Latin words written within and around the- 
hexagram: mean morning star, the point and host, The first circle once © 
removed from the hexagram is the circle of the eternal spirit connect- 
ing all din its cohesiveness. The second outer circle shows three ` 
crosses, with one of them radiating light and peace, The third cuter 
circle is the circle of the Logos, The fourth or last outer circle is 
the circle: of chaos and darkness. It is the region from which all of 
the elements of the universe are formed. On the outermost circum- 
ference of all the circles is the thin yellow circle with all of the 
signs of the Zodiac. This is one of the most He N symbols for 
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meditation for the average Rosicrucian and occult student. It tends 
to take the student's mind. and interests off his head and off intel- 
lectual subjects and to center his interests upon his heart and spirit- 
ual subjects. 


This plate is made up mostly of mystical reading matter pertaining 
primarily: to. Hermetic philosophy. At the bottom is the moon, the sun, 
and in the center the mystical symbol which Waite uses so often as the 
first Rosicrucian symbol, There was a great deal of controversy over 
this symbol among the early Rosicrucian historians. Some said it came 
from Valentin Andrea, others from the crest of Martin Luther, but it 
mostly resembled the coat of arms of Sir Francis Bacon. Bacon's coat — 
of arms. bore a cross with a five-pointed rose in the center. 


pe. asad 


Plate #25 also has- few symbols on it. The frequent use of Biblical 
‘quotations and religious and theological words is not due primarily 
to the religious nature of the material, but rather to the fact that 
the authors wanted to protect themselves from being called heretics 
and thus driving away sympathetic seekers, Dr. H. Spencer Lewis often 
said that there was not a religious element in the old Rosicrucian | 
teachings. and symbols. The frequent reference to and use of Christ _ 
meant the inner mystical Christ, or the outer Solar Christ, Thus we`- 
see a number. of Biblical references. Actually, this-page was devoted 
to the mysteries of the alchemical salt, sulphur and mercury, as being 
the root. of all metals. In the older manuscript "Physica, Metaphysica 
and Hyperphysica," the top of Plate #26 was connected to the two © 
colored triangles at the bottom of #25. In the history of alchemy the 
number four. is very prominent, especially so as Aristotle mentioned 
that everything was made of the four essences and a fifth, which is 


today. called the quintessence. At the bottom of Plate #26 is given a 


graphic and colorful diagram representative of the complete processes 


of physical. alchemy. Naturally, this cannot be treated in great de- 


‘tail, but. any alchemical work, such as John Read's "Prelude to Chemis- 
try," will explain the meanings of the various terms and tell what de- 
gree the philosopher's stone has arrived at when it is in each of these 
stages, =~ | | 


PLATE #27: Pt. a5 


This plate. 1s another which was in. the older sixteenth century symbols 
Manuscript, "Physica, Metaphysica and Hyperphysica." In the original 
manuscript it is titled "The Secret which was hidden." The initials 
at the top léft of the page, around the hexagram, stand for God, | 
person, word, Father, Son, Holy Ghost, God, man, and I.C. for Jesus 
Christ. These letters occur many times in the secret symbols, and it 
would be well for one who intends to study the secret symbols to mem- 
orize them. Here again we have a rudimentary golden cross of the © 
Rosicrucians in somewhat different form. The place of the rose has 
been taken by the word God. The four corners are. represented by the 
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. Father, the- Son the Holy Ghost, and A. F I.C,, standing for the alpha 
-and.omega and Jesus Christ, Alchemical triangles, symbols and words 
are. dcattered throughout. Most of these symbols have already been ex- 
plained, Familiarity with the alchemical terms and the Kabala Koula 
make the reading of this symbol easier. 


PLATE #28: Ps. ab 


Plate #28 ‘48. really a. combthattoón of three plates of the older manu- 
script., In the old Rosicrucian mysteries the four principlas--air, 
fire;. water. and earth--corresponded to the four parts of man--spirit, - 
mind, soul and body. In the two sections of prose at the bottom of 
the plate, one ‘entitled "Fire Philosophy" and the other "Water Phil- 

| osophy,” there can be obtained a great deal of. learning by substituting 
on-the left side for the word Fire, Spirit, and on the right side for 
the word Water, Soul, In the symbol on this plate again we have ref- 
‘erence to the four principals--earth, air, fire and water--Joined to- 
gether. to give all of the manifestations of the world, The essence of 
these. -four principals results in the quintessence, or essence of the 
ee B stone. — This is one of the sixteenth century symbols, 


This is. -Blso one of the plates fram the older sixteenth century manu- 
. script.. On this page the fraternity of the Rosy Cross is definitely 
mentioned in at least three places, first at the bottom in the prose, 
and at the top by the two letters, R.C. Of course, you réalize this 
is just: a. ‘very cursory examination of each of these symbols. Practical- 
ly a whole hour!s time could be spent on each plate, For instance, 
notice. the circle between the two letters, R.C. It is divided into 
‘four sections, again representing the Father, the Son, the Holy Ghost, 
and man, and the number four, as shown by the divisions, represents 
man a. the body of Christ. Below this, again we have the six-pointed 
‘star. with initials that have appeared elsewhere, Again we see W. G. P, 
standing for the Word, God, the person; F for Father, H. G, for Holy 
Ghost, S, for Spirit; the I, C, at the bottom stands for Jesus Christ, 
and AE. on the left for eternity, the T on the right for Time, Below 
this six-pointed star is again the symbol of the Rosy Cross in a | 
circle, this. time standing for the hidden Rosy Cross, Then come the 
five - symbols, the three circles, and tuo six-pointed stars. The six- 
pointed star with the sevens in each point is a Kabbalistic symbol, 
‘seven times seven equalling the number of fires or gates which one 
must pass through in order to become part of the Ineffable Nature. 
Moses is gaid to have passed through the forty-nine fires, but the 
Christ. Spirit. is the only one which has passed through the fiftieth 
and entered into the Ineffable Presence. The other four symbols with 
this symbol are self-explanatory, The three circles at the bottom of 
the page. show how everything in the vegetable, animal and mineral 
world comes into existence from one seed, In a way this also gives 
another meaning to the four arms of the Rosy Cross. 
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This pitate shows the characteristic ayate of the triangle on the 
earthly and divine planes, The great symbol pf the two triangles 
joined. together represents the continuous alchemical process, It 
could also represent an old alchemical furnace with the various ap- _ 
- paratue. The symbols of sulphur and mercury are Joined together, and 
their joining makes a circle for the spiritual seed, .At the very 


= bottom is the earth, on the way. up is the water, and the top triangle 


AB the. fiery spiritual world of light. At the bottom of the page is 
‘shown on the extreme left the symbol of putrefaction, as the alchem- 


= dsts call it; which is in reality distillation, On the extreme right 


As the symbol of resurrection, or that process which reunites the es- 
Bence. to its mineral salts, Incidentally, the symbol. of putrefaction 
is embodied in the traditional picture of Christian Rosenkreuz, In 

. the center is the alchemical egg or bottle, in which is sealed the 

- matter- that was to be transmuted. Notice the astrological and alchen- 
ical. symbols in the bottle. All of these symbols have a double mean- 
ing. In addition to the physical alchemical meaning there is, of 

- course, the ‘spiritual alchemical meaning, As a matter of fact, both 

. are closely related throughout the entire book of secret symbols, 
This symbol,is one of the sixteenth century Rosicrucian symbols, 


| LATE | #31: PG. ag 


Plate. #31 again mentions the true Rosy ARN at the top of the page. 
It is one of the sixteenth century Rosicrucian symbols, Another form 
of the elementary Rosy Cross is shown here in the large circle of light, 
The smaller inner circles are so arranged as to form a four-armed 
CYrOBB,. - Again. these inner circles show how the world is formed in a 
fourfold manner from the Spirit, the four inner circles being next to 
the center circle of- Spirit, The square which encloses the four in- 
ner circles is made up of eight more circles which represent the seven 
planets and the. earth, This was the solar system of the ancients. 
The outer twelve circles represent the Zodiac which surrounds áll 
creation, This symbol illustrates the philosophy of Paracelsus, who 
said that twelve represents the heavenly world, eight the world of the 
stars, and:four. the elemental world. Notice the number four that is 
upside down between the circle of God and Spirit. This four represents 
man, who is about ready to fall, This also represents the Kabbalistic 
theory of emanation, © Spirit” stands for the Kabbalistic world of 
Atziluth;. the. second division of circles stands for the Kabbalistic 
world. of Briah, the four circles of three circled "words" and one 
"person". and. all of the other eight circles representing the eight 
planets stand- for the Kabbalistic world of Yetzirah, The outermost 
circle, the Zodiac circle, stands for the Kabbalistic world of Azziah, 
the world .of. monsters, Below the Hebrew word logos and the Latin word 
biblia are further philosophical explanations which are easily dis- 
cerned, 
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This is a very colorful and interesting plate of the iien century 
Rosicrucian symbols group, Its title, translated into English, would 
be. something like this: "The divine figure of Godly wisdom of the 
Kabala, magic, and not only philosophy but also alchemy," This great 
symbol portrays the fact that the sun is the source of life end power, 
In this particular place it is used as the divine sun, symbol of all 
energy and power. throughout the universe, Below it are the two inter- 
lacing triangles representing the macrocosm and the microcosm, or the 
union of divine and material powers. Immediately below the hexagran 
is. the circle called Hyle, which means primordial space, Below that 
in another pair of interlaced triangles is a small. circle called Chaos, 
with the. symbols of the four elements in it. This is supposed to be 
the condition of the four elements in the world before they are. re- 
arranged by. divine intelligence, 


The two large circles on the right and left of Chaos are called Phil- 
osophy and Alchemy. Within each of these are placed the proper symbols 
of the subject they represent. In a large sense they represent the 
mind and the heart. These two spheres are mixed, . The small circle has 
steam rising up with the symbols of mercury, salt end sulphur, As a re- 
sult. of this mixture sixteen circles are produced or formed, In these © 
small circles are symbols of all substances and matters here below, | 
The old Kabbalists used to speak of phibsophy and chemistry as abba and 
aima on their tree of life or Sephirothic tree, This symbol is practic- 
ally a synthesis of Neoplatonic, Kabbalistic, Gnostic, Egyptian and oc- 
cult principles, . This was the favorite symbol of Johannes eines 


PLATE. #333: @¢. 3) 


This symbol 4t representative of what the Hebrews called the Tree of 
Life, the Hindus the Golden Tree, It-is also sometimes—referred to as 
Jacob's: Ladder, Primarily it is representative of. the Kabbalistic | 
Sephiroth and the Egyptian Pantheon., This symbol is here called a 
Kabbalistic and magical scale of philosophy. The five large center 
circles, two of which are yellow and three of which are green, . make 
the so-called heavenly ledder divisible into four parts, These four 
divisions, each with four circles within, correspond again to the 
four worlds of the Kabbalists, the highest world of Spirit, God the 
Word, God and man, belonging to the world of divine names and called 
Atziluth, The second division with the circles of warm, cold, damp and 
dry is: the sideroal, the world of archangels or of Briah, The third 
world is. the formative world or world of angels, and is called Assiah, 
The top golden circle says "All for one" and gives the Hebrew letters 
for Yod He Vau He. It also has the Greek letter alpha in it. The 
bottom golden circle has the letter omega in iti as well as the tetra- 
grammaton, the Latin words "And reduced to time." The different colored 
circles up and down the heavenly ladder stand for the different types 
-of. expertence, different alchemical processes toward perfection, or 
different. fruits on the tree of life. This whole symbol 1s really 
depicting the ladder of evolution. The different colors are used to 


Page Sixteen 


correspond. to the different worlds. These colors of the different 
worlds. explain why water is colored blue in one part of the book and 
yellow in another part. Such apparent contradictions in oolor can be 
explained by the Kabbalistic scheme of color. There is one scheme of 
color called the King Scale, This is used for all symbols of the world 
of Atziluth, The Queen Scale is used for all symbols of the world of 
Briah, The Prince Scale is used for all symbols of the world of 
Yetzirah, The Princess Scale or scheme of color is-used for symbols. 
of the world of Assiah, Incidentally, the new light and color course 
as. given. in the Reader's Research Academy is based upon the Peper eure 
schemes of. color. 


PLATE #4: Po. 32 


Plate #34 Ls representative of the beat work which Robert Fludd has 
done -in his various symbolical works. These rare books of Fludd are 
on display: each year during the Convention. This symbol appears to.be 
rather complex at first, but upon close examination is found to be 
colorful representations of the visible and invisible worlds. The 
sharp line of demarcation between these two worlds is shown by the 
circle. which. is half black and half white, | 
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Plate #35, which 1s also of the sixteenth century group of Rosicructan 
symbols; has a large circle with the allegorical Rosicrucian cross in 
the. center, the book of seven seals, and. a lamb in the center of the 
cross, - These seven seals are the knowledge and understanding of the 
Kabbalistic: seven principles of life known only to. the initiate, The 
words in Latin around this cross are-taken from the Rosicrucitan mani- 
festo, "Fama. Fraternitatis," Translated, they mean something like 
thist "My all, my victory is in the Rosy Cross," At the bottom of 
the page again. is the symbol which at one time was used a great deal 
on Rosicrucian works, Notice also the initials, D.O,M.A., which were 
PAON OAL commented upon, 
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This plate does not exist in the older "Physica, Metaphysica and Hyper- 
physica" manuscript. Rather, it has been taken from an old French 
'Rosicrucian Secret Symbols" called the "French Variant" of our work, 
The alchemical, Kabbalistical and Rosicrucian influence is easily seen, 
The eagles. revresent the spiritual and material. alchemical elements, 
sulphur, mercury and salt, The tnner circle with the interlaced — 
triangles is a Kabbalistic symbol, a great golden cross with "Frater 
of the Rosy Cross" on the bottom being identical with the one on the 
front of the book. | 


pt. 


This being onë of the best and most widely. known of alt symbols, it 
was naturally in the older sixteenth century group. Agrippa is known 
to have made greet use of this symbol, It represents the treatment 
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of. the Magna Mater, the Great Mother, in all of the Egyptian and 
Grecian mystery schools, Mithraism, Fleustanisam, and the Legend of 
Osiris. all had outstanding feminine actors, Diana, Isis and Serapis 
are threé who are well known. Our modern concept of the Madonna was 
derived from the Egyptian reverence of Isis, Balzac has. a wonderful 
novel showing the feminine aspect of wisdom or sophia, This novel is 
called. "Seraphita." This symbol, then, portrays the Great Mother aspect 
of. creation which forever brings forth from herself all things, She 
has:.a crown of mercury, her face is the sun, her arms are the prin- 
cipals: of: the spiritual world, out of her bowels comes the mechanism 
which makes the lower world, This lower world is shown in the larger 
circle. at the bottom of the page, which has grown out of the four prin- 
cipvalse--fire, earth, air and water.. The circles of these four prin- 
cipals are in direct contact with the four vital life circles that 

draw. upon the vitality of the Great Mother. Again from these four prin- 
cipals we have all things in this world symbolized in many small circles 
This symbol in general represents the macrocosm and the microcosm, and 
also,’ roughly, physica, metaphysica and hyperphysica, the large circle 
at. the “bottom of the plate being physica, or the material earth, the 
Great. Mother being metaphysica, or the spiritual principle, and the 
eight. circles in between being the hyperphysica, or intermediary powers. 


PLATE HAT: Pe. 4@ 


Plate #47 in in the older Rosterucian manuscript. It 1s an extremely 
profound Kabbalistic symbol which sets forth tn two parallel columns 
the twofold world of water and fire, The right column, which is‘blue, 
is. water, and the left is fire. The colurin of fire is also the 
spiritual. column. The column which the sons of God descend to become 
God's. children, as shown at the bottom of the two columns on the right, 
are Adam's mortal children, which represent the fleshly sons of man- 
kind, From the mixture of these two races is formed a third, a group 
of beings: which have a true spiritual self within and a physical self 
without. This helps to make clear some of the references in the Old 
Testament about the merriage and intermarriage of the sons of man with 
the angels. The large circle which is subdivided into four parts rep- 
resents that world of the Kabala that has the. potential elements for 
either rising to the spiritual world above or remaining in the material 
world of the earth. 


PLATE: #48: + Pc iq 
This. plate shows the influence of ‘the seventeenth century mystic, | 
Michael. Mater, It ië not in the older sixteenth century Rosicrucian 


work, All of Michael Maier's works have circles and alchemical sym- 
bols which. are similar to this. 


PLATE #49: PC So 


Plate #49 represents the world of spirit emanating from a six-pointed 
star, which in turn emanates from the Hebrew syllable, Yod, The- 
prayer at the bottom of the plate is a very excellent prayer to Nature. 


Pago Eighteen 
PO st 


This plate is considered one of the first of the Rosicrucian symbols, 
It 46 practically self-explanatory, the I.H.S. stan ing for Christ and 
the Holy Ghost in the center of the cross. The I.N.R.I. could just as 
well have the alchemical interpretation as the theological interpreta- 
tion; which is: "The things of nature are continually renewed by 
fire," 


Plate #51 has a haloed cross placed upon two interlacing. triangles. 
On. top. of the first triangular block in Latin are the three words 
which mean faith, hope and charity. On the bottom triangular clock 
are the words which mean The Way, Truth and Life, A. E, Waite be- 
Teves. that this symbol or page is the most important in the whole 
book. . It does. contain the mystical doctrine of the famous Tauler, 
This. doctrine of Tauler's said that the presence of the Christ Spirit 
was. immanent. in. the golden chalice which is placed at the bottom of 
the cross, This is also one of the sixteenth century Rosicrucian 
symbols, 


PLATE #52: 0453 


This. symbol shows the Book of Wisdom sealed with. the seven seals. The 
seven seals are the seven principles of life. It is only the adept who 
-has mastered the principles of the seven seals who can open the book, 
The number. 666 is the number of the beast, as mentioned in. Revelations, 
This. is perhaps. the most outstanding reference to the Christian Bible 
in the entire book of secret symbols, However, there are many mystics 
today who maintain that the Book of Revelations is a distinctive work 
dealing with psychic initiation, and not with actual ecclesiastical or 
historical PEENE R This symbol is one of the sixteenth century POU 
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Plate #53. shows the secret Book of Life isan. Notice that the seals 
are s80. placed that should the book be closed they would fit over each. 
other,. representing the microcosm and the macrocosm, This is a fur- 
ther ‘elaboration of the previous symbol,—and -the text is self-explana- 
tory. This is also of the sixteenth century group. 


(POSS 


This plate is again one of the older sixteenth. century Rosicrucian 
symbols. It occupies the last page in the older manuscript. It is 
titled there "The Sum Total and the Final Conclusion." The left side 
of the plate represents the divine nature and has the name of Jesus 
and the. Holy Ghost. in it, while the right side is represented by the 
word which translated means "hyle, ". the elementary. earthly substance. 
The other three circles represent the four principles out of which 
the Universe is composed, and which have already been mentioned, The 
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two Latin phrases at the top and in the P of the diagran, when 
translated mean the trifollo of the philosophies, and out of matter 
into the immaterial. 


PLATE #55; P4 5¢ 


In Plate #55 is given again a slight variation of the Rosy Cross and 
the Kabbalistic representation of.the number four. It represents in 
effect heavenly. and earthly fire. It was an axiom among the Rosicru- 
cians of the Middle Ages that all things had their origin in fire, | 
Another comment on the number four is appropriate at this time. Pytha- 
goras placed great importance upon the number four. His Tetractys was 
the. basis of all his philosophy. This symbol was, of course, one of 
the sixteenth century symbols. 

G57 
The symbol on Plate #56 also belongs to the sixteenth century group. 
It. ig- paid to show the secret of secrets, or the mystery of the number 
eeven..- The left side deals with the heavenly theories, while the right 
side deals with the practical theories of the natural world. The four 
alchemical symbols are shown in-the smallest inside circle. The seven 
concentric circles correspond in a way to thè understanding of the 
universe during the Middle Ages. The universe was supposed to be like 
an onian, consisting of layers upon layers. Here we see at the top 
heaven, and the various lower divisions until the seventh world, with 
the world of nature on the right-hand side and the world of God on the 
left-hand side. . Each cirtle is just the opposite of the other. One 
inner circle represents materiality, and the inner circle on the left 
represents the highest spiritual world. Also, the figure on the left 
represents the macrocosm, while that on the right represents the 
microcosm. The figures below the two circles represent various stages 
and accomplishments of the alchemical "Magnum Opus." The text gives a 
number of "quotations" for the persan interested in eo yee Pe upon 
saleiaiaeaes scriptural statements. | 
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The last symbol in the book belongs also to the early sixteenth century 
group of Rosicrucian symbols. The predominating. number of symbols-- 
twenty-eight, to be exact--do come direct from the sixteenth century 
manuscript of Rosicrucian secret symbols, of which Johannes Kelpius' 
copy was typical. Perhaps of all.the symbols in the book #57 portrays 
most clearly a complete Cosmology of our Rosicrucian, AMORC teachings, 
It. shows first the golden circle or source of all power, spiritual and 
physical. The second circle, made up of numerous arrows and symbols 
and seeds, depicts the gradual solidification of the higher vibrations 
until we have, in the last or third circle, the physical universe, The 
second. or middle circle corresponds to the alchemical and philosophical 
term: of hyperphysica, — The top circle corresponds to métaphysica, and 
the lower to physica. The top circle is pure, undefiled Cosmic energy, 
the middle circle is an active and .penetrative vortex of energy that 
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gradually condenses into the solid physical earth below. The large 
circle below commences with the circle of the Zodiac and works in 
toward the center of the earth. This bottom circle also shows the 
medieval concept of the Universe. They believed that the Universe was 
like ‘an. onion, made up of different layers or planes with Hades in ` 
the. center and God on the outside, 


This is the last of the symbols, As we have seen, these thirty-six 
symbols. have given us one of the greatest summaries of wisdom known 
to man today. By meditating upon them and studying them periodically 
one can penetrate further into their mysteries. In fact, by continued 
meditation they appear to dissolve or open and lead into higher worlds 
of. thought. ‘The general principles and key to the understanding of 
these symbols depends upon our understanding of the Rosicrucian 
philosophy, the Kabala and its color schemes, the ancient cosmogonies, 
and ‘the philosophies of the ancient mystics of Greece and Egypt. 
Alchemy further clarifies the symbols» Physical alchemy and spiritual 
alchemy : must also be studied before a complete understanding of the © 
book is. achieved, In conclusion, these two dibcourses have attempted 
to point: the way for further study by giving the basic and general 
principles of interpretation. Further progress and understanding 
depend upon the initiative of the student. | 
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